Copper Ave. Press 

by Michael A. Blackledge 

My boss at Sandia Labs, George Merren, had a terrific sense of humor, a great guy to 
work with. One morning, George called four of us managers into his office for a meeting 
to describe a crisis we were facing, and then said, “Anyone have any ideas on what we 
should do?” 

Well, me being me, I excitedly jumped in: “Yes, I have an idea!” And then I spent a full 
four minutes going over my idea, waving my arms and getting very excited. When I 
finally finished, George looked around, and said, “OK, anyone have any good ideas?” 

Much more recently, I had yet another idea. I thought our Albuquerque Genealogical 
Society (AGS) should encourage its members to publish their research. Most of us 
researchers are infatuated with the chase: the hunting of facts, records, images, and 
documents that will trace our ancestors’ lineage through historical events. Yet research 
without writing is like ingredients without baking - good content, but no real product. 

I went to the AGS Board of Directors and proposed that the Society should purchase a 
block of ISBNs, International Standard book numbers, and provide them to our 
members to encourage publication. ISBNs are not required for publication, but they do 
provide an internationally recognized cachet - and they cost money. But the more you 
buy, the less per number they cost - I thought this was something that an organization 
could do, that would be difficult/more expensive for an individual. 

The Board was nervous about my idea. They said, “We’re a non-profit and we need to 
protect that designation. What if one of our members uses an AGS ISBN and has a 
best seller?” Well, I told them, that would be a good thing! And they asked, “Or what if 
one of our AGS members produces a trashy book, that would discredit the AGS?” Well, 

I told them, I don’t think they would do that. In the end, they voted against my idea. 

However, something good came out of that rejection. One member came up to me, and 
said, “I should publish, but I need someone to light a fire under me.” Another member 
came up to me, and said, “I should publish, but I don’t know how, I don’t know where to 
begin.” 

Thus in early 2017, I composed a survey to gauge membership enthusiasm regarding 
the creation of a Special Interest Group on Writing and Publishing. Lo and behold, I 
found 20 members who wanted to publish something from their research. When we 
started meeting in April 2017, I told them I could all but guarantee to get their book into 
the Library of Congress. That got their attention. Then we went about creating a 
Publishing House. To acquire a block of ISBNs, you need to “register” or present 
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yourself as a Publishing House. One member had already done that on her own; I had 
done that with my Team for Blackledges in America. But now we had a group. 

We held a discussion and a vote on what to name our Publishing House. It couldn’t be 
the AGS Publishers, for reasons that I’ve already mentioned. “When Pigs Fly” was 
suggested. We came up with “929 Press” since the Library Dewey Decimal designation 
for Family History and Genealogy books is on shelf 929? Finally, someone looked out 
the window, and noticed that the Library is at the corner of 5 th and Copper. And the 
winner of the contest was: Copper Ave. Press. Yes, with the period. 

Yuval Noah Harari in his bestselling book Sapiens would describe Copper Ave. Press 
as a myth - but then he would also describe IBM and the USA as myths. R.R. Bowker 
LLC, the exclusive U.S. agent for issuing International Standard Book Numbers (ISBNs) 
recognizes Copper Ave. Press as a publisher 
- perhaps not as big a name as Macmillan or 
Simon & Schuster, but with the same rights 
and privileges. 

Every book and CD you’ve ever handled has 
an ISBN assigned to it. An ISBN is a 13-digit 
numerical format, and part of that format 
consists of five to seven numbers identifying 
the publisher or ‘registrant’. 


So now within AGS, there exists a group dedicated to helping researchers with the task 
of publishing - and in grand style. The ‘style’ is captured several different ways. 
Overall, our Special Interest Group (SIG) on Writing and Publishing wants every 
member to have a published and indexed Family History in the Albuquerque Library 
System - and the Library of Congress. With the content that genealogists have already 
collected, we can all but guarantee success in this goal. And we created a publisher to 
make it happen: Copper Ave. Press. 

We have a proven recipe and track record to convert your research into a reasonably 
priced permanent addition to the nation’s “Keepers of the Flame” - the libraries of 
America. Whether or not Harari calls it a myth, you can Google for “Copper Ave. Press” 
(with the quote marks and the period) to see the current results and the products we’re 
currently working. The myth lives! 



978 - 92 - 95055 - 02-5 


/ 

EAN Prefix 
Registration group 

Registrant 


Check digit 


Publication 


N.B. Human readable ISBIM can be shown 
with hyphens or spaces 






Copper Ave. Press 


477 



